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Unit 1: PRONUNCIATION 

Make your audience listen to you 
 
1. Word pronunciation 
 
On the next page, you can find a complete table of  
English sounds, but here are some particularly tricky 
sounds and common pronunciation mistakes.  
 
 

• Schwa /ə/ and its variant 

 
 
 

• 🇬🇧 /p/ /t/ /k/ ≠ 🇫🇷 /p/ /t/ /k/ 

 
 
 

• /θ/ and /ð/ 

 
 
 

• /h/ 

 
 

• Short vs. long vowels (ː) 

 
 

• "o" diphthongs /əʊ/ 

 
 

• Silent letters 

island, knee, knife, know, knowledge, knuckle, wrong, wrought, castle, listen, bomb, 

psychology, pneumatic, cupboard, answer, handsome, half, calm, Christmas, architect, 

mortgage, receipt, climb, doubt, debt, subtle, fault, could, should, talk, walk, salmon, 

card, park, farm, burn, work, storm, honest, hour, heir, chocolate, vegetable, 

interesting, weigh, who, whole, miserable, comfortable, restaurant, parliament, 

eventually, actually, prisoner, favourite, temperature, literature, column, debris, gauge, 

design, align, resign, business, plumber, fasten, listen... 

PRONUNCIATION 

Word Pronunciation Word 
Stress 

Sentence Stress 
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Vowels 

IPA Examples  

/i/ happy  

/iː/ ease, 
see (GB) 

 

/ɪ/ city, bit  

/ɛ/ bed, bet  

/æ/ bad, cat  

/ə/ 

about, 
circus, 
edible, 

gallop, item 

 

/ɜː/ fur, 
bird (GB) 

 

/uː/ boot, soon, 
lose (GB) 

 

/u/ into  

/ʊ/ 

put, foot, 
book 

 

/ʌ/ 

run, 
enough, up, 

cut 

 

/ɔː/ 

saw, 
caught (GB) 

 

more (GB)  

/ɑː/ father, 
car (GB) 

 

/ɒ/ hot (GB)  
 

 

Diphthongs & triphthongs 

IPA Examples  

/aɪ/ rise, my  

/aʊ/ house, now  

/ɔɪ/ noise, boy  

/eɪ/ same, play, 
bait 

 

/əʊ/ 
boat, 

nose (GB) 
 

/ɪə/ 
deer, near, 
here (GB) 

 

/ɛə/ pear, 
there (GB) 

 

/ʊə/ poor (GB)  

/aɪə/ fire (GB)  

/aʊə/ flower (GB)  
  

Consonants 

IPA Examples  

/b/ but, cab  

/tʃ/ chair, picture  

/d/ do, wood  

/dʒ/ judge, gin  

/f/ fool, enough  

/ɡ/ go, bag  

/h/ ham  

/k/ cat, kill,   

/l/ left, plain  

/m/ man, him  

/n/ no  

/ŋ/ singer, ring  

/p/ pen, top  

/ɹ/ run, very  

/ɹ/ 
here, poor, 
more, fire, 
flower (US) 

 

/s/ see, pass, city  

/ʃ/ 

she, sure, 
emotion 

 

/t/ to, mat  

/θ/ thing, nothing  

/ð/ 

this, father, 
clothes 

 

/v/ voice  

/w/ we  

/j/ yes  

/z/ zoo, roses  

/ʒ/ pleasure  
 

 
  

 

 
You can write your 

own code in the 3rd 

column 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/Close_front_unrounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Near-close_near-front_unrounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Open-mid_front_unrounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Near-open_front_unrounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Schwa.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Near-close_near-back_rounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Open-mid_back_unrounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Open_back_rounded_vowel.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Voiced_bilabial_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Voiceless_palato-alveolar_affricate.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Voiced_alveolar_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e6/Voiced_palato-alveolar_affricate.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Voiceless_labiodental_fricative.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Voiced_velar_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/Voiceless_glottal_fricative.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e3/Voiceless_velar_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Alveolar_lateral_approximant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/Bilabial_nasal.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Alveolar_nasal.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Retroflex_nasal.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Voiceless_bilabial_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/Alveolar_approximant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Voiceless_alveolar_sibilant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Voiceless_palato-alveolar_sibilant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/02/Voiceless_alveolar_plosive.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Voiceless_dental_fricative.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6a/Voiced_dental_fricative.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/85/Voiced_labiodental_fricative.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Voiced_labio-velar_approximant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e8/Palatal_approximant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Voiced_alveolar_sibilant.ogg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/30/Voiced_palato-alveolar_sibilant.ogg
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2. Word stress 
 
In French, the stressed syllable is almost always the last one, but in English, it varies!  
 
Stressed syllables have 3 main characteristics.  
They are pronounced:  
 
 
[ Game ] 
Complete the maze by connecting the words that share the same pattern: Oo  
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3. Sentence stress and focus words 
 
In English sentences, some words are pronounced louder than others with a stronger 
intonation. We call them "focus words". They give rhythm to our sentences and help people 
understand us better. They are the secret to public speaking!  
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/!\ Auxiliary verbs /!\  
 
Auxiliary verbs in English (e.g. be, do, have, will, can) are often unstressed in positive 
sentences (e.g. Can she sing?) but are focus words in negative sentences (e.g. Can't she sing? 
No, she can't.)  
 

 

 Can you wait?  Can't you wait? 
 She can drive. Can't she drive? 
 Do you know? Don't you know? 
 Will you come?  Won't you come? 
 Are you coming?  Aren't you coming? 


